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ADDRESS   21 November 2010      Christ the King 
================================================= 
Jeremiah 23:1-6     a righteous branch ...shall reign wisely 
Song of Zechariah  

Colossians 1:11-20  the kingdom of his beloved Son,  in whom we have redemption 

Luke 23:33-43  remember me when you come into your kingdom 

================================================= 

 

 
 
The image in Connections today is by a Peruvian artist, Cerezzo Barredo  (Se-ray-zo).  It is 
the last of his series of images for the Church’s year.   The Gospel story and the image are 
both confronting, ludicrous, really!   Here are two condemned men nailed to Roman crosses 
in an old quarry that’s become a garbage dump, dying slowly and incredibly painfully as the 
blood drips from their wrists and ankles.   One man turns his head, that’s the only part of his 
body he can move, and cries to the other, Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
Kingdom.   
 What kingdom?   The kingdom of the damned? 
 
In the 40 or so years between the death of Jesus and the dreadful day the Roman army 
stormed into Jerusalem and destroyed the temple, one of the most amazing transformations 
in the history of any people took place in the remote Roman province of Judaea.  It was the 
start of a movement which was to topple the great Roman Empire.  A small group of 
believing Jews, believers who would die to defend their belief that 
 The Lord our God  The Lord is one began to worship Jesus alongside God. 
 
Jesus had been an itinerant preacher, like many others.  He had been hailed as the 
promised Messiah, like many others.  He had been crucified as a political troublemaker, like 
many others, but with a mocking sign nailed above his head:  Jesus of Nazareth, King of 
the Jews. 
 
This was a desperate disappointment for his little group of disciples; who had ever heard of 
the  Messiah being crucified?   Yet, within a few years of that shameful death, a few people 
were singing hymns to Jesus, they were praying to him, and they were suffering in 
unimaginable ways because of their faith in him.   
 
These were devout Jews, men and women and children;  people of the most difficult and 
stubborn race in the whole Roman Empire, people who would rather die than acknowledge 
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any other God but their one God, people who refused to recant this  faith, even under the 
most cruel of all tortures.   
 
The Jewish historian Josephus, who was born a few years after Jesus died, records that the 
Romans were amazed when they came up against these stubborn believers: 

 

For, when all sorts of torments and agonies of the body that could be devised were 
made use of against them, they could not get any one of them to comply so far as to 
confess or appear to confess that Caesar was their Lord … And what was most of all 
astonishing to the people watching was the courage of the children, for not one of 
them  was so far overcome by these torments as to name Caesar as their Lord. 

 
Yet, some of these people were willing to name Jesus as their Lord, alongside the Lord 
their God. 
 
When we study the New Testament carefully, we can see what some scholars call a 
mutation of faith, a gradual, irreversible change, like the mutation of plants and animals and 
even human beings in the natural world.   
 
In the early parts of the Old Testament, Yahweh is the God of the Hebrews, but other 
peoples had their own gods.  Sometimes the battles between the Hebrews and the other 
peoples of Canaan are reported like kids at school, ‘my Daddy God is stronger than your 
Daddy God’.    
 
But, after the Kingdoms of Israel and Judah were defeated, after their people had been 
carried off into exile, they began to understand that Yahweh was the only God, but he did 
not walk about in an earthly garden --Yahweh lived beyond time and space; Yahweh acted 
through agents:  through the angels of God, through the Word of God, through the Wisdom 
of God, through the prophets of God..    So, to some early Christians, who was Jesus if he 
was not the greatest of all God’s agents?   The greatest of God’s revealers. 
 
The people who experienced the human Jesus often called him simply, in Aramaic, mari, 
Sir;  he commanded their respect.   Gradually some came to call him ‘teacher’, then 
‘master’;   but, after the resurrection, the people of the Way began to call him ‘Lord’, then 
‘King’,  and later, hundreds of years later, the church hailed him as ‘God’.  The Unity was 
understood as Trinity:  Father, Son and Spirit. 
 
Jesus had a lot to say about the kingdom, and about earthly kings, but when Pilate asked 
him directly, Are you the king of the Jews?  Jesus did not answer.   Ancient peoples exalted 
kings in a way which is foreign to us:  in our world, the few kings and queens who are left, 
are subject to their parliaments.   They reign, but do not rule.  In the ancient world kings 
were all-powerful:   in the cosmology of the time there was heaven, the land of the gods, 
and earth, the land of humans, and communication between the two lands was the 
monopoly of the king.  Jesus was not a king like that.  His throne was a cross of shame. His 
power was transforming love. 
 
So the early Christians came to understand what we now celebrate -- that Jesus is Lord, 
that Jesus is King.  Not just the King of the Jews, but the king of all peoples.  By giving the 
title of ‘King’ to Jesus they were denying it to Caesar.  This is the faith of St Paul, as we 
read today:  The Father has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into 
the Kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.     
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Jeremiah had glimpsed the same truth centuries before:  Judah and Israel had been 
crushed, the tree of the house of David had been cut down, but the Lord would raise up a 
righteous branch, one who would reign as King, and deal wisely, and execute justice and 
righteousness in the land.  For Jeremiah, the one land, the one people; but we know that 
through his death and resurrection, Jesus has become King of all lands and all peoples. 
 
Yet, as we struggle to make sense of a world from which God appears aloof, in a nation 
whose sovereign lives offshore and whose parliament is in virtual stalemate, it is hard for us 
even to glimpse the kingdom of God, much less to rejoice at being part of it.   
 
So what can we say about the Kingdom, which Jesus came to reveal?   As we move from 
the 24 hour news cycle into the good news of eternity, learning from the Scriptures and from 
20 centuries of Christian experience, we can affirm at least three things: 
 

 The kingdom is real;   the kingdom is like no other;   and the Kingdom is ours. 
 
The kingdom is real, not only because Jesus said so, when he came proclaiming the 
Kingdom of God, not only because he taught us to pray Your Kingdom come and promised 
that prayer would be answered, but because countless generations of his followers have 
experienced the kingdom of heaven on earth – these are the saints of God, the small s 
saints and capital S saints whom we celebrated three weeks ago.  
 
The disciples saw the kingdom come on the day of Pentecost, when the barriers of race 
and language were struck down.  The early Christians died into the kingdom, defying the 
hatred of their enemies;  so did the martyrs of the Reformation, both Catholic and 
Protestant .  Generations of believers have lived and died in faith, loving and serving, 
knowing that they belong, both to the kingdom of God on earth and to the kingdom of God 
in heaven, because the one is  a foretaste of the other.    
 
Whenever peace comes in place of war, or freedom in place of oppression, when the 
hungry are fed or the sick are healed;  whenever the homeless are given shelter and 
troubled people are comforted and dying people blessed, we catch a glimpse of the 
kingdom.   We share the Eucharist as the feast of the kingdom; we pray together and work 
together and witness together, as citizens of the kingdom. 

The kingdom is real, and the kingdom is like no other.    The kingdom of God is both the 
kingdom of the now and of the not yet.  It is the kingdom of the soul.  It has no national 
boundaries,  it is not even girt by sea -- the kingdom of God embraces all people, people all 
races and languages, and all times and all faiths.   

The Gospel of John, written after the other gospels, quotes Jesus as saying, I have other 
sheep who are not of this fold.  I must bring them also and they will listen to my voice.  So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd.  He was using the pastoral imagery of his time.  An 
Australian cattleman might say:  Whatever brand is on these stock, they all belong to Jesus.  

Everyone who lives to serve God as they understand God are, and will be, people of the 
kingdom  ... the Hindus who renounce the desires of earthly life to find union with the 
Absolute;  the Buddhists who strive to follow the Noble Eightfold Path;   the Jews who 
honour Yahweh and follow the commandments of the Torah;  the Muslims who submit to 
Al’lah, the All–Merciful, the All-Compassionate, and walk in the straight path, the sharia... all 
those who honour the one God of all humanity, all belong to the kingdom of which Jesus is 
king.    All are one, as God is one.   
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The boy who challenged me in the mosque, Why do you worship three gods?  was not 
being arrogant or provocative – he was genuinely concerned for me.   In his tradition, 
associating partners with God is the one sin which Al’lah cannot forgive, and he did not 
want me to spend eternity in the fires of hell. 
 
The kingdom of God is real, the kingdom is like no other, and the kingdom is ours.   The 
God whom we worship:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit; Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier -- 
this God does not need anything:  his kingdom is created for us, so we can enjoy his 
presence for ever. 
 
Jesus’ parables of the Kingdom affirm that its benefits are for us: 
 The parable of the sower:   those who hold fast to the truth will multiply their 
blessings; 
 The parable of the mustard seed:   a little faith will grow into something far greater;  
 The parable of the treasure:   those who find the kingdom will have far more than 
anything they give up for it;  
  … and there is more:  all Jesus’ parables are really parables of the Kingdom  – the 
Good Samaritan already has the boundless love which triumphs in the kingdom, the 
prodigal son has entered the kingdom through repentance, while the older brother has 
rejected it, through his resentment and his lack of love.  And so on. 
 
The central truth about the kingdom is what Jesus said to the Pharisees when they asked 
him when the kingdom of God was coming.  As the gospel of Luke tells it, He answered, 
’The Kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed.  Nor will they say, 
“Look, here it is!”  or “There it is!”  For in fact, the Kingdom of God is within you.  Or among 
you.  The Greek can mean either – entos,  literally inside you.       
 
If we have the courage to live life to the full in God, to transform our selves with the 
unconditional love that transcends all barriers, personal, social, cultural, racial and religious 
barriers - we too shall be with Jesus in his kingdom.  Not the kingdom of the damned, but 
the kingdom of the redeemed -- the kingdom that will have no end.  Most of us have already 
made a start, that is why we are here.  Jesus is already King over part of our lives, but we 
have much more to hand over. 
 
The kingdom is real, the kingdom is like no other, and praise God, the kingdom is ours.  
Jesus is our majesty.  So let us sing the chorus Majesty, which is printed in Connections.  
We shall sing it once, as we sit, not too loudly; then  we’ll stand and sing it again, 
triumphantly.  For that’s what the kingdom is like -- it has already begun, in us, among us, in 
a quiet way. But , when Jesus returns, all creation will hail him as king, with shouts of praise 
that resound from earth to heaven:  Majesty, worship his majesty. 
 

Majesty -- worship His Majesty.    So exalt, lift up on high -- 
Unto Je-sus, be all glory,    The Name of Je-sus. 
Honour and praise.     Magnify, come glorify, Christ Jesus the King. 
 
Majesty – Kingdom, authority   Majesty -- worship His Majesty. 
Flow from His throne,    Jesus who died, now glorified, .   
Unto his own, His anthem raise.  King of all Kings. 
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Jesus, remember us when you come into your kingdom.   ╬ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The good news is not just that Australia won the World Cup;  the really good news is that, for Christians, 

Jesus is Lord, and king. 
 

Paul does not say much about what Jesus taught, he wants to tell us who Jesus is.   Jesus is Lord.  He is Lord 

even over death.  Jesus is the Messiah.  Jesus will return and bring in the Kingdom of God, and he will do it 

soon.  When that did not happen, when the believers had their second great disappointment, only then did 

they begin to gather up the traditions about what Jesus had taught;  they were collected into many Gospels, 

and, of these, the church gave its blessing to the four we now have in our New Testament 

 

The first Jewish Christians were ready for the message that Jesus is Master, Jesus is Lord, Jesus is King, even 

Jesus is God, because they had studied the Scriptures;  so they listened when Peter and Paul and the others 

proclaimed him;  they worshipped him, and they went out to proclaim him themselves, to the Gentiles as 

well as to their fellow Jews. 

 

But, above all, these Jewish believers felt that they had had some direct, personal experience of Jesus --some 

had heard him teaching before his death;  others had experienced the risen Lord, one at a time, or in groups, 

up to 500 at one time;  others had experienced Jesus in a mystical way, as St Paul did on the road to 

Damascus.  Lots of Christians had had a personal revelation, the Revelation to John was just one of many;  

these revelations seemed to go on for more than 100 years, and the early Christians would share and 

confirm their experiences when they met together for worship.    

 

Scripture – proclamation – personal experience.  The first Christians knew that Jesus was their Lord, and 

their King. 

 

So, this all happened nearly 2 000 years ago.  But it has happened again and again since … as the hymn says, 

The Lord has still more light and truth to break forth from his word. 
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Christians who know their Scriptures, people who experience Jesus in some direct and personal way -- 

through one of his agents, through someone’s friendship, or through getting help in trouble and distress;  or 

through giving help;  or through reading the Scripture, or prayer, or in the sacrament of the Eucharist;  

people who hear Jesus proclaimed, who proclaim Him themselves, they continue to be changed, and to 

change their church … and their nation and their world.   

 

In the 40 years between the death of Jesus and the day the Roman army stormed into Jerusalem and 

destroyed the Temple, a small group of Jewish Christians claimed Christ as their king, and they turned the 

world upside down.  It has happened since, and it can happen again …beginning with us. 

Sadly, for many Christians, Jesus is a distant sovereign, and their allegiance to him is only nominal.  That is 

sad, it is tragic, because they not only miss out on many joys and consolations in this world, but they  may 

also miss out on the joys of Paradise that were granted to the penitent thief: 

............. The Secular Institute of Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ (SIM), an international institute 
of pontifical right is located in more than 30 countries throughout the world.The life is one of total 
consecration to God in the spirit of St. Francis in order to fulfill a mission in the world. SIM members 
do not live in community or share a common apostolate. 

The name "Missionaries of the Kingship of Christ" reminds its members of the purpose of their 
consecration - the mission of giving witness to Christ, first born of all creatures, Lord of the universe 
and center of history.  Missionaries collaborate in spreading the reign of God.  They become an 
original sign of the mission of the Church in the world. Through lives of witness and service, members 
become a leaven to transform the world from within. 


